The City of Peace
grounds for polo and horse-racing, and built a zoo which later became very famous.
When Mustadid (A.D. 892-902) came to the throne, the new royal quarter on the site of the present East Baghdad became the permanent residence of the Caliphs. This was the beginning of much new building. The Hassani palace was enlarged, Mutamid drew up the plans for'the Tadsh palace and built for himself the two residences called Firdus ("Paradise") and Thuraya ("The Pleiads"). The latter was connected to the Hassani palace by an underground passage over twenty miles long. It was used especially by the women of the harem.
The Kasr-at-Tadsh ("Palace of the Crown") was the principal residence of later caliphs. Muktadir (908-932) also built Daresh-Sharadsh ("The Palace of the Tree"), so called from the silver tree which stood in the middle of it in a circular pond. The tree had eighteen main branches on which were perched all kinds of golden mechanical birds. Most of the branches were of silver, but some were of gold and they had leaves of varied colours which quivered in the wind. The birds whistled and sang and were worked by a hidden mechanism. Two groups each of fifteen equestrian statues faced each other across the pond. Both the horsemen and their mounts were dressed in brocade and the riders were armed with long lances as if about to engage in battle.
Near the Firdus, and surrounded by gardens, stood another palace, the New Summer House. In the middle was an ornamental pond of tin. Around this ran a little stream, also in a channel of polished tin which shone more brightly than silver. Around the pond were four summer-houses furnished with gilt chairs with gold-embroidered cushions. On the lawns of the garden were some four hundred dwarf palm-trees, Their trunks were ornamented from top to bottom with carved' panels of teak. They yielded normal-sized dates and were carefully trained to produce fruit all the year round. All kinds of delicious melons were grown also.
There was another garden within the walls of the Tadsh palace described by Masudi in his Golden Meadows. This was planted with orange-trees from Basra and Oman, originally
ine property of Djafar, and it was only after Djafar's tragic death that Mamun came to live in it and made it one of his favourite residences.   He enlarged it, added
